
 







                                              







 







Everyone interested in genealogy saves obituaries, right?  Right!  

Well, we need your collections of obituaries.

Every obituary posted on our website (nbgsmiramichi.org) was provided by branch members or their families/
friends.  To date there are almost 14, 000 obituaries posted there for use by our members and, to some extent, the
general public.  Several volunteers, far too many to name and thank individually, have been working for a 
number of years to make this possible.  We would appreciate your assistance as we continue this project.

If you have obituaries that are connected in any way to Northumberland County, we would like to have 
copies of them.  Typed and sent by email through our website would be the ideal, but we will also 
accept any photocopies of funeral announcements, death notices, obituaries or memorial services 
you would be willing to share.  Simply send them to our branch address:

NBGS-Miramichi Branch

Obituaries Committee

P.O. Box 403

Miramichi, NB

E1N 3A8

We especially rely on our out-of-town members to keep us updated on deaths occurring in far-away places.  
Many people born in this area have moved and they are difficult to track down at times.  If you would keep an 
eye on obituaries in your area and send any “strays from away” to us, it could really make someone’s day to 
find that particular treasure.  Just do a search for the name ‘Miramichi’ (or Chatham and Newcastle) and if you 
find it, forward it to us.  One out-of-town member, Ann Moriarty of Ontario, has been on the job for quite a few 
years now and does us a service beyond compare.  I’m sure some of you can also help.  

And, remember, every little bit can make a big difference.

 

OBITUARIES

Mrs. Lona Agnes Gaston, wife of the late Floyd Gaston of Central New Brunswick Nursing Home, 
Boistown, formerly of Main Street Doaktown, passed away at Central New Brunswick Nursing Home on



June 4, 2012 at the age of 83.
Born in Axis River she was the daughter of the late
Vilas & Gertrude (Stewart) Davis.  She was a homemaker & member of St Thomas United Church, 
Doaktown.  As well, she was a member
of the Royal Canadian Legion #23 Ladies Auxiliary.
Lona was an avid quilter & bingo player.
She is survived by her daughter, Marlene Gaston of Sackville; her sons Leonard (Susan) of Sackville,
Marshall (Anna) of Miramichi, Roger of Doaktown
And Sherman (Charline) of Moncton, 1 brother, Eugene Davis of St. John, son-in-law Roger Fillmore of 
Sackville, 7 grandchildren Christopher
(Amy Osmond), Dr. Daniel, Jessica, Patrick, Caroline, Ryan & Tegan; and 1 great grandson,
Mason.

The editors and Society extend our sincerest condolences to the member families for their loss. 

  
More Strays and Queries

Thank you to Marilyn Creamer-Fowler for the following query:

My former husband and my children's father was David Howard from Armdale, NS. His father was Arthur Warren BLACK 
from Boston and his mother was Cora Olive Howard from the Halifax area.  When Dave's parents' marriage ended, the 
two older siblings went with their father and Dave went to live with his maternal grandparents. Several years later his 
grandparents adopted him and changed his name from BLACK to HOWARD. A number of times I told people about the 
BLACK name and invariably I'd get the question, "Are you related to the BLACKS in Miramichi?" and I usually answered ,"
No, Dave's father was from Boston and he and Olive met in Boston when she went there to work." Recently I decided to 

look for my children's BLACK relatives.  Within a day, I knew Arthur Warren's father

was Robert Henry (Harry) BLACK from Boston and his grandfather was Robert Frederick BLACK from ?. More searching 
brought up the place of his birth as NB and, even later, Miramichi, NB.  When I looked in the 1851 census, Robert 
Frederick is living in Douglastown near the Hutchisons and the Rankins.  He is living with his Mother Ellen (or Helen) 35 
and 3 brothers, Thomas 10, James 2 and William 3. Since then I've made contact with one of the Boston BLACKS and 
learned that Ellen and her husband William came to Canada from Scotland about 1842, probably with son, Thomas.  The 
other boys were born here on the Miramichi, and the father William died here before the 1851 Census was taken.  Son, Will
iam stayed on the Miramichi until, at least, 1881, married Grace McLean (b. abt 1851) and had a son Frederick (b abt 
1877). Then he disappeared as did his brothers, Thomas and James. None of the BLACKS here seem to be related to this 
family and searches elsewhere turn up nothing on this
group.

 
And from Sarah Stout:

Parents:   John Brown & Mary Curtis
Only child – Elizabeth Josephine Brown, born about 1860-1861, had three marriages:  the first to Charles
Johnson.  They had only one son, Leo James Boyle.  Her second marriage was to James Edward Boyle.  (This is 
my direct line!)  Her final marriage was to David Harrison Russell.  From Maine she moved to Montana.  They 
met through a magazine.  
As a child Elizabeth went to live with her uncle W. S. Brown who owned a Lobster cannery in or near Red 
Bank when her father died.



          

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

     The deadline for submissions to the next newsletter will be January 31, 2013.

Submissions may be made to:

dbharp@earthlink.net

MIRAMICHI BRANCH INFORMATION & CONTACTS

Visit us at 
http://www.nbgsmiramichi.org/ 
E-Mail: 
membership@nbgsmiramichi.org 

NBGS Miramichi 
P.O. Box 403 
Miramichi, NB   E1N 3A8 

Anna MacDonald, President 
Calvin F. Stewart, Vice President 
Carolyn Harris, Past President 
John Fogan, Secretary 
Faye Baisley, Treasurer 
Dolly Pearle Drysdale-Martin, Membership 
Dave & Melinda Harper, Newsletter Editors 

Directors: 
Marilyn Creamer-Fowler 
Penny Creamer 
Marshall Gaston 
Dianne Mullin 



ON THE LIGHTER SIDE:

KEEP PRAYING THIS PRAYER FOR GENEALOGISTS

Lord, help me dig into the past and sift 
the sands of time,

that I might find the roots that made this family tree of mine,

Lord, help me trace the ancient road on which my fathers trod,

and led them through so many lands to find our present sod.

Lord, help me find an ancient book or dusty manuscript

that’s safely hidden now away, in some forgotten crypt,

Lord, let it bridge the gap that haunts my soul when I can’t find the missing link between some names, 

that end the same as mine.

 
WHY GO TO CHURCH?

One Sunday morning, a mother went in to wake her son and tell him it was time to get ready for 
church, to which he replied, “I’m not going.”  “Why not?” she asked.  “I’ll give you two good reasons,” 
he said.  “ (1) They don’t like
me, and (2) I don’t like them.”   His mother replied, “I’ll
give you two good reasons why you SHOULD go to church:  (1)  You’re 59 years old, and (2) You’re 
the
pastor!”

THE JOYS OF WALKING:

My grandpa started walking five miles a day when he was 60.  Now he’s 97 years old and we have no idea 
where the hell he is.

I like long walks, especially when they are taken by people who annoy me.

I have to walk early in the morning before my brain figures out what I’m doing.




